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e\ Azadootas logo is derived from an 8th . Azadoota performs in costumes inspired by
1’\‘“\ Century BC depiction of the Assyriangod = ="~ % oyr ancient royal ancestors, Ashurbanipal,
@ Ashur. Originally shown shooting hisbow ..~ . .~ @ AshurNasirpal, Nebuchadnezzar - which
\ from a winged sun-disc among rain clouds, e presents a colourful spectacle and inspires
"4~ Wwefe rocking him up with a guitar. discussion in the audience about Assyrian
. heritage, musical history and cultural continuity.

e, I R “#+ Azadoota’s founder, Robin Zirwanda, was born in Irag, where =~
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Fh gl R S his people, the Assyrians, have lived for 7000 years. He E:; oy
Ny migrated to Australia alone at age 17, with a suitcase, a guitar o L2
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and not a word of English. Eventually his family joined him,
and they settled in the remote Arnhem Land (NT) town of
Nhulunbuy, where the bauxite mine offered plenty of work.
Robin assimilated quickly into the local culture, joining a band
and forming a close bond with the indigenous community,
gaining an invaluable insight into another ancient culture.

When he moved back to Sydney he worked as a percussionist
initially in the cabaret scene, then with original bands on the
pub circuit. Then in the early nineties, the rising profile of
World Music inspired Robin to start writing his own songs
f*" in his native Assyrian Neo-Aramaic language, a language
== . thatis predicted to be extinct within two generations. But
o although he wrote lyrics in Assyrian, Robin’s music was
3 ~ heavily influenced by the styles hed been performing as a
) percussionist, and this became the foundation for Azadoota.

We call it “contemporary Assyrian dance-rock worldbeat.”
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